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Celebrity Steps Up to Lead 
Rogue River Preserve Acquisition

Winter  2015

Does the name Bobby Ewing ring a bell? Perhaps you watched 
the TV series Dallas back in the 1970s and 80s? If you 

did, you may recall Patrick Duffy, who starred as Bobby Ewing 
alongside larry Hagman in the popular series that ran from 1978 
to 1991. Patrick also starred in many other TV shows and movies 
and continues to direct shows and theater productions. 

Patrick and his wife Carlyn are residents of the Rogue Valley, hav-
ing moved here nearly 25 years ago. They reside along the Rogue 
River near Shady Cove where they live a quiet life enjoying nature 
and the river’s beauty. Recently, they stepped forward to lead 
SOLC’s Heart of the Rogue campaign to acquire 352 acres of 
pristine habitat upstream from Dodge Bridge. 

“We can’t think of any other project that we’d rather put our en-
ergy toward,” says Patrick, “or a better organization to be involved 
with than the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy.” These words 
were echoed at the 37th anniversary Conservation Celebration, 
where Patrick served as Master of Ceremonies. 

Joining the Duffys to support the Heart of the Rogue Campaign 
are other Rogue Valley celebrities and community leaders includ-
ing Jim Belushi, Kim (Novak) Mallory, Mike and Laura Naumes, 
Harry Piper, Dan and Lisa O’Connor, Bill and Eileen Leavens, 
Paul and Ann Hill, Nancy Tait and Jeff Monosoff, and Patsy 
Smullin among others.

These individuals have formed the Heart of the Rogue Campaign 
Council to promote the project and advocate for its success.
“The acquisition is moving forward,” says Diane Garcia, execu-
tive director of SOLC. “We’re in a quiet phase of raising funds 
now, and we are applying for state and federal funding as well 
as to private foundations. We’re looking for individuals who are 
interested in the project’s success and can help us score a home 
run,” she adds. 

The total cost of the campaign is $3.5 million which includes a 
long-term management endowment fund of $800,000. “We want 

to make sure we have the capacity to own and manage the land 
in perpetuity,” says Craig Harper, Conservation Project Manager 
for SOLC. “It’s such a unique property; one of the largest intact 
pieces along the middle Rogue. We’ve taken a few hundred folks 
out there, from state and federal agencies to foundation represen-
tatives, ecologists and scientists and everyone agrees: this prop-
erty needs to be saved.” 

The property has been owned by the same family for 72 years. It 
was purchased in 1943 by Robert Ruhl, the publisher and editor 
of the Medford Mail Tribune from 1919 to the mid 1960s. To-
day, his 17 grandchildren and great-grandchildren comprise the 
MacArthur Family LLC. They hope that the Southern Oregon 
Land Conservancy will keep their family’s legacy of caring for 
the land alive.  Maria MacArthur, Robert Ruhl’s granddaughter 
affirms her family’s goal: “If we can succeed in placing this land 
in the hands of those who will preserve its unique ecology and 
natural beauty, then we will have fulfilled our family’s mission as 
stewards of this special place.” 

For more information about the Rogue River Preserve and the 
Heart of the Rogue Campaign, call 541-482-3069 or 
visit landconserve.org.

Heart of the Rogue Campaign co-chairs 
Patrick and Carlyn Duffy
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Director’s

Diane Garcia, Executive Director

To Everything there is a Season

Change. I just read a quote that I liked: “Change is inevitable. 
Progress is optional”. We have the ability (the responsibil-

ity, actually) as to whether the changes occurring around us are 
positive, leading toward progress that improves our lives and our 
surroundings, or not. In this newsletter, our last for 2015, you’ll 
read about many changes happening at the Southern Oregon 
Land Conservancy. Just as we’re transitioning from fall to winter, 
so, too, is our organization. As Oregon’s oldest regional land 
trust, we’re excited about the changes. We’re embarking on new 
directions that I strongly believe will lead to a more effective 
organization, in other words, we’re making progress. Progress 
toward VISION 20/20, progress toward more engagement with 
our members and community, progress to create a better envi-
ronment for plants and animals with whom we share this sacred 
space, and progress for the people who work here and are tasked 
with making the change you all have entrusted us with. 

A new look, a new staff (coming soon) and board member, a new 
campaign, and yet, we still have the same mission we started with 
37 years ago: to preserve and protect the rural lands of Southern 
Oregon for future generations of plants, wildlife and people. 
As the year comes to a close, we are committed to this mission. 
We’re embarking on many new initiatives, like the Rogue River 
Preserve acquisition. We’re expanding our concept of conserva-
tion to include land acquisition and management. Yet, we’re also 
committed to continuing our conservation easement work and 
building collaborative, cooperative relationships with landown-
ers. That is something that will never change. It is the foundation 
that grounds us, keeps us centered and inspires us daily. 

I’m all for change. And, I’m all for consistency. Can those two 
work together? I think so. Careful, well thought-out strategic 
change can be the synergy that leads to progress. I’m looking 
forward to it.

Message
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Last year, thanks to a grant from the the Yarg Foundation, 
we received funds from their ACE program (Accelerating 

Conservation Excellence) to create a Communication Plan. We 
contracted with consultant Ryan Gallagher, owner of GoodGal-
lagher, out of Portland. GoodGallagher had worked with other 
Oregon land trusts and was the best choice given his experience 
in the field and his business philosophy to make a difference in 
the world for good.

After some focus groups and meetings with stakeholders, staff 
and Board members, Ryan developed a communication plan for 
the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy that included new mes-
saging to engage a broader audience and refreshing and updating 
our visual identity (outreach materials and logo). 

We formed a design team of board, staff and trustees and selected 
local designer Mark Mularz of Moodio Designs to work with. 
Our goals for a new design were: approachable, neighborly, 
practical and neutral. We researched the logos of several local 
conservation groups and found that our logo was similar to many 
others, not only in our region, but in the state; we used similar 
colors, designs, and elements. The design team agreed that we 
wanted something unique and fresh. 

One of the comments that came from Ryan at the beginning of 
the process that had a big impact on the design team was that a 
logo should identify and not describe. We took that information 
to heart as we viewed a variety of different ideas before settling on 
the logo shown below. We also looked at many great logos that 
did just that, like OSF’s O logo.   

After several months of working together, the design team recom-
mended the new logo to the SOLC board, and it was approved in 
October. We’ll be rolling it out beginning in 2016. 

We may have a new logo, updated colors and refreshed outreach 
materials, but we’re still the same organization. Look for our new 
logo in materials starting next month and remember - it’s still us!

New Look Coming to 
You Soon

For the land,
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Volunteers for the Land – In Gratitude

We are humbled by the quiet efforts of our land volunteers – 
they monitor properties, pull invasive weeds, write blogs, 

and even conduct scientific surveys. In no way can we thank 
everyone here, but we thought we’d get started by highlighting a 
few of these marvelous people.

The Rogue River Preserve acquisition project hasn’t just cap-
tivated staff, it has also engaged a number of new volunteers, 
including a group of talented naturalists that we refer to as the 
“Dragonfly Musketeers”.  This fall, Jim Livaudais, Norm Barrett 
and Gary Schaffer initiated a year-long survey of the dragonflies 
and damselflies found on the Preserve.  Known locally as great 
birders and photographers, they also have a love for documenting 
dragonflies; in fact they recently documented some species not 
previously known in Jackson County – they’re record breakers! 
So through the Dragonfly Musketeer’s efforts we are learning 
about the insect biodiversity on the property and also getting 
some outstanding photos.  Not all of our volunteers work in the 
woods; historian George Kramer did 
some intriguing research for us about 
the previous owners of the Rogue River 
Preserve.

Kasey Roleh, a forest researcher from 
New England, visits the Rogue Val-
ley every year to see family. This fall 
during one of her visits, she also started 
documenting macrolichens (yup, big 
lichens you can see with your naked eye) 
at the Preserve. She identified a number 
of species, including a special group of 
lichens sensitive to air pollution, the 
cyanolichens. On her next visits and in 
her lab, she plans on identifying more lichens. 
Last spring, Kasey was also a hike leader 

during our week-long environmental education program, Loving 
the Land, in the Oredson-Todd Woods. She walked the 4th and 
5th grade students past the Clay Creek waterfall and led them 
in quiet nature reflection activities. She shared both the wonder 
of nature and the wonder of 
science.
 
A number of skilled natural-
ists led community hikes for 
us this year, including bird 
experts Bob Hunter, Brian 
Barr, Dennis Vroman, Frank 
Lospalluto, and Dr. Pepper 
Trail. Eugene Wier and Randy 
Frick led a fish walk for local 
fish lovers and Dr. Tom Atzet, 
also a SOLC board member, 
led his ever-popular ecology 
strolls. Board member Kath-
leen Donham and Linda Kappan led a butterfly exploration at 
Sky King Cole, and Linda continues to conduct butterfly surveys 
and monarch tagging at our Williams Creek Reserve. Our other 
wonderful hike leaders this year were Dave Garcia, board mem-
ber Pat Acklin, and farmer Ron Roth. Thank you for sharing the 
magic of the land with our community!

A few volunteers participated in ALL of our weekend work 
parties this year and showed up at some weekday weed pulls 
too. Who are these dazzling people? Luke & Randy Bryan, Jim 
Huber, Mike Buzek, and Linda Kappan. Many other folks turned 
up at one or more Weed Whomping Wednesdays. Thank you for 
pulling for the land!

We couldn’t do our work without 
the wisdom and boot-walking skills 
of our Lands Committee: Tom 
Atzet, Randy Frick, Charles Ben-
nett, Al Buck, Donna Rhee, Dan 
Kellogg, Pat Acklin, Jim Huber, 
and John Rinaldi. Being on this 
committee is a significant time 
commitment and a great gift to our 
organization.

A big THANKS to the volunteer 
educators, our community speakers, 
and all of our incredible volunteers!

Linda Kappan with a Job Council crew examining a 
milkweed plant at the Williams Creek Reserve. Dragonfly photos by Norm Barrett.
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Jeffrey Kastroll
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Welcome New Board Member Kevin Talbert

I moved to the Rogue Valley 
in 1979, seduced by my 

first professional job as an 
administrator at Southern 
Oregon State College, the 
culture of Ashland, and the 
regional opportunities for 
outdoor activities.  My job 
managing Extended Campus 
Programs allowed me to be 
active in community affairs 
and involved with area eco-
nomic development.  More 

recently, I’ve been involved in the governance of Rogue Commu-
nity College and a wide variety of Southern Oregon nonprofits 
and voluntary associations.

Having grown up on a farm in Minnesota and knowing some-
thing about agriculture, I could appreciate the unique biodiver-
sity of Southern Oregon.  I found there were mountains to ski 
and climb, rivers to raft and fish, and access to the nearby ocean 
beaches.  Even more, it seemed there was almost unlimited access 

to public lands with forests, trails, and places to discover.  I felt 
incredibly lucky.  I still do, but in the past 36 years, I’ve learned a 
few things about the environment I so value.

I’ve come to see how fragile our precious environment is and how 
easily we could lose much of the natural world we cherish.  My ex-
periences volunteering with OSU’s Master Gardener, Recycling, 
and Land Steward programs and at The Nature Conservancy pre-
serves as well as my recent campaign for county commissioner all 
contributed to my motivation to work for sustainability.  These 
and other experiences also led to my interest in the SOLC.

SOLC’s work seems to me to be one of the most important 
ways that we can manage and preserve this part of the natural 
world for those that come after us.  I am excited to join the Board 
and add my time and effort to a dedicated group of staff 
and volunteers. 

My wife Barbara manages Jackson County Animal Services (the 
“Shelter”) and thus our lives are shared with foster dogs and 
rescues, but we still find time for the outdoor adventures we love 
and participating in the rich culture of our valley.

Welcome New Members
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BOOK CLUB

NEW

Join our new Conservation Book Club! Our first meet-
ing will be Wednesday, February 23 at the SOLC office 

at 6:30 pm. After this meeting, the group will decide where 
and when to meet and which compelling books to discuss 
in the future. We will meet four times a year. Our first 
book will be Elizabeth’s Kolbert’s excellent Sixth Extinc-
tion: An Unnatural History.  

Kolbert is a regular contributor to the New Yorker and one 
of our premier science writers. While the topic is sobering 
– today’s mass extinction caused primary by humans, not 
massive volcanic eruptions or asteroids - Kolbert is an en-
gaging storyteller. David Quammen, another gifted science 
writer, writes about the book: 

The sixth mass extinction is the biggest story on earth, 
period, and Elizabeth Kolbert tells it with imagina-
tion, rigor, deep reporting, and a capacious curiosity 
about all the wondrous creatures and ecosystems that 
exist, or have existed, on our planet. The result is an 
important book full of love and loss.

Want to join? Contact Kristi at 
Kristi@landconserve.org.

A Lasting Legacy of Land 
Conservation

A bequest to the Southern Oregon Land Con-
servancy helps to ensure that local land is 

conserved for future generations.

There are many benefits to making a gift through 
your will or estate plan. 

The process is easier than you may think and can be 
accomplished through a few simple steps. 

For more information, contact Development 
Director, Erik Rolstad at 541.482.3069 or 
erik@landconserve.org.

Donna Rhee joined the 
board of Southern 

Oregon Land Conservancy 
soon after she arrived in the 
Rogue Valley in 2002. She 
served as either President or 
Vice-president during most 
of her 13-year tenure on the 
Board. She also chaired the 
Events Committee, helping 
establish the annual Con-
servation Celebration as a 
major fundraising event, and she continues to serve on the Lands 
Committee. Donna’s background as an agricultural chemist and 
in personnel helped establish the organization’s leadership and 
executive committees. 

There was no job too big or small for Donna to take on. She was 
someone you could count on (and still can) and always brought a 
laugh to meetings, along with good food and sometimes a bottle 
of wine.  Donna stepped down from the board last spring, and we 
can never thank her enough for the years she devoted to ensuring 
that the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy would thrive as an 
organization. Luckily, she continues to volunteer on monitoring 
trips and for special events. Thank you Donna. We are eternally 
indebted to you, and treasure the time you served on the Board.

Thank You Donna!

A class visiting the conserved White Oak Farm in Williams, OR.
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THE MOST IMPORTANT DAY by Chip Boggs

Note: In 2003, Chip Bogg placed a conser-
vation easement, held by the Southern Or-
egon Land Conservancy, on his 359 acres 
near Coquille to protect the forest and 
streams. It is a lush, green paradise with 
gardens, a cob cottage village and a diverse 
forest. Chip and his wife Jennifer harvest 
timber and wood products from the prop-
erty and are certified with the Northwest 
Natural Resource Group (Forest Steward-
ship Council).   Last month during the 
annual monitoring visit, he told us that 
monitoring day was the most important of 
the year. We asked him why.

Chip: For us, the most important 
day of the year is the annual moni-

toring visit from SOLC.  Why? Because, for us, the purest expres-
sion of love for our land was to protect its natural values through 
a conservation easement and then our task was, and continues 
to be, to abide by its terms. We see that our relationship with the 
easement holder (SOLC) is primarily expressed—or enhanced—
via the annual monitoring visit.  

We view the monitoring visit as a sort of Conservation Celebra-
tion; conservation, in general, and also specifically for our land.  
Although the monitoring visit happens on a week day (spelled 

W.O.R.K. day), we enjoy setting the day 
aside to share land-related events of the 
year and to hike some new or seldom used 
trail.  We share lunch, made with food 
primarily grown or raised here or locally.  
A deeper satisfaction of the monitoring 
process comes from knowing that it will 
continue well beyond our lifetimes.    

Kristi Mergenthaler has been our visiting 
steward for several years now and records 
the trails with her GPS.  We now have 
a map with most of our principal trails 
on it.  For a new-Luddite like me, this is 
a dream that would not have come true 

otherwise.

Our easement has been in place since 2003 and, over the years, 
we’ve met a few dozen of the amazing and dedicated people of 
SOLC.  We are grateful to have this easement in place and, if do-
ing it again today, would do it exactly the same.

Chip and Jennifer are one of 43 landowners who have worked 
with the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy to permanently 
conserve their land. We are grateful to them and all those who 
have made this extraordinary gift to their communities.         

Chip and Jennifer Boggs’ marriage ceremony on their land.

Glenn Guttormsen, a long-time friend 
and member of the Southern Or-

egon Land Conservancy, was honored by 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association in 
October, Medford Mayor Gary Wheeler 
proclaimed Sunday, Oct. 4, 2015 as 
Glenn Guttormsen Day to honor his life-
long commitment to those battling the 
muscle-damaging disease, that took the 
life of his son David at the age of 23.

Prior to moving to the Rogue Valley in 
1993, Glenn lived in San Jose, Califor-
nia, where he was finance director at San Jose State University. 
When his son was diagnosed with MD at the age of 5, Glenn 
took up the cause and has been raising funds ever since. While at 
San Jose State, he helped make the campus wheelchair friendly, 

Glenn Guttormsen: A Local Hero
years before the Federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act became law. In 2010, 
he created the first-ever endowment for 
MD research.

“He is an amazing asset to the communi-
ty,” says Malissa Bare, executive director 
of the Southern Oregon MDA chapter. 
“He even buys medical equipment when 
he hears of a need.”

Glenn’s passion for nature and its protec-
tion is just one of the many ways that he 

is making our community a better place. THANK YOU Glenn, 
for all you’ve done, and continue to do, to improve our lives and 
the lives of those with muscular dystrophy.  
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Vince Oredson Leaves
an Enduring Legacy

Vince Oredson loved to hike. He and his wife Dorothy moved 
to Ashland in 1961 and opened an architectural practice. 

Vince and his partners designed many noteworthy projects in 
Ashland including the SOU Music Building and the Mountain 
Ranch Subdivision. His lifelong interests included buildings, art, 
music, travel – and hiking.

In 1983, Vince and his business partner John Todd donated the 
10-acre Oredson-Todd Woods to the Southern Oregon Land 
Conservancy to serve as a natural, open area for residents and 
visitors. Oredson-Todd Woods lies adjacent to the 271-acre      
Siskiyou Mountain Park. The two parks provide close-in hiking 
for thousands of people each year.

Vince passed away on August 4th, but his legacy lives on. 
In 1999, SOLC gave Oredson-Todd Woods to the City of Ash-
land and holds a conservation easement on it and Siskiyou Mt. 
Park. The agreement between the City and SOLC ensures that 
these properties are protected forever for hiking and wildlife, just 
as Vince Oredson had always wished.

Students in the Woods during our Loving the Land program

Become a Member and 
Double Your Gift! 

During our DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
every new membership gift will be matched, 

thanks to two local foundations.  

That means your gift of $25, $50, $100 or 
more will be DOUBLED! 

Not only will you be helping conserve more 
land in Southern Oregon, you’ll receive 

discounts to local businesses, an invitation to 
our member picnic and special hikes just 

for members.

Business Partners with Perks:

Northwest Outdoor Store

The Northwest Nature Shop

Wooldridge Creek Winery

Red Lily Winery

Medical Eye Center

Join or donate at landconserve.org 
or call 541-482-3069 for more info.

FREE
Brochure
Get familiar with local 
wintering birds of the 
Oredson-Todd Woods. 

This bird guide is available 
at:

• SOLC office, 84 Fourth 
St., Ashland

• Ashland Chamber of 
Commerce

• Northwest Nature 
Shop

• North Mountain Park
• Ashland Parks and Rec 

Office
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Pat Acklin, President
Eric Poole, Vice-President

Bill Morrish, Chairman
Donald Rubenstein, Secretary

Keith Emerson, Treasurer 
Tom Atzet, PhD
Charles Bennett

Kathleen Donham
Julie Lockhart
Dan O’Connor
Kevin Talbert

Dan Kellogg, Member Emeritus

Board of Directors

Alex Liston Dykema, Attorney
Teresa Fernandez, Admin. & Outreach 

Diane Garcia, Executive Director
Craig Harper, Conservation Proj. Mgr.

Kristi Mergenthaler, Land Steward
Erik Rolstad, Development Dir.

Staff

Founded in 1978, the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy protects 
and enhances precious land in the Rogue River region to benefit 

our human and natural communities.
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The Gift that Keeps 
on Giving
Thanks to you, we’re transform-
ing lives (like this dusty-footed 
woodrat) through local land 
conservation. 

Make your tax-deductible 
year-end contribution 
today!

Use the enclosed envelope, give 
us a call or visit us online at 
landconserve.org.

Happy Holidays to All!


