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Welcome New Board Members by Leslie van Gelder
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    A regional 
land trust with 
a small staff 
really counts on 
the talents of a 
working board to 
assist in achiev-
ing its goals.  We 
are fortunate to 
have a talented 

and hard-working Board of Directors 
and want to introduce you to our 
three newest members.
     Jobie McCormick has been a Land 
Conservancy volunteer since joining 
us on a hike to Upper Table Rock 
two years ago.  She lives in Talent and 
is a financial planner and owner of 
Conscious Financial Planning. As a 
board member, she brings with her 
talents in fundraising and marketing.  

Jobie currently serves on the Major 
Gifts Committee as well as the Event 
Planning Committee.  She is pas-
sionate about preserving our natural 
resources while achieving a balance 
with planned growth.
     Steve Bradley is a retired business 
executive who was the owner and 

CEO of Shasta 
Forest Products 
in Yreka for 
many years.  His 
love of the out-
doors and nature 
inspired him 
to serve on our 
board.  Steve’s 
business back-
ground comes 

in handy in his role as Treasurer and 
Chair of the Finance Committee.

     Donald 
Rubenstein 
is our newest 
board member.  
Donald lives 
in Grants Pass 
and works as a 
Jackson County 
Hearings Of-
ficer and as 
a facilitator and mediator.  He has 
extensive experience in organizing and 
developing land trusts including the 
Marin Agricultural Land Trust. He 
was also a founder of the Land Trust 
Exchange (now the Land Trust Alli-
ance) and was the western regional 
counsel for The Nature Conservancy.  
     Welcome to Jobie, Steve, and 
Donald.  We are glad to have you on 
our team!

Jobie McCormick

Steve Bradley

     It’s the kind of deal that makes 
everyone – even the fish – excited!
    The Southern Oregon Land Con-
servancy has successfully created a  
conservation 
easement in 
Central Point 
to permanent-
ly protect 17 
acres of public 
land. Bret 
Moore, owner 
of the Twin 
Creeks Tran-
sit Oriented 
Development, 
donated the 
easement to protect open space 
along two creeks that run through 
the neighborhood.  
    According to Bret it’s a win-win 
for the area.  “We wanted to create a 
new kind of development,” he says, 
“that will give residents a nice com-
munity where they can not only live, 
but also enjoy nature and connect 
with each other.”
    The Twin Creeks development 
is named after two streams – Jack-
son and Griffin Creeks – that run 
through the property.  Twin Creeks 
LLC has restored sections of the 
creeks that run through the subdivi-
sion and constructed three large wet-
lands next to these creeks to handle 
stormwater runoff from the develop-
ment.  These measures will enhance 

the water quality for both creeks, 
which had been impacted by past 
practices. Jackson and Griffin Creeks 
both enter Bear Creek to the north of 

the Twin Creeks 
Development.
    Griffin Creek 
is identified as a 
priority stream 
for assessment 
and restoration.  
It is also listed as 
“critical habitat” 
for coho salmon 
under the En-
dangered Species 
Act.  The Or-

egon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
recently observed summer steelhead in 
the stretch of Griffin Creek that runs 
through the property.
    In addition to improving water 
quality, fish habitat, and storm water 
management, Moore and his partners, 
John Duke and Noel Moore, wanted 
to provide a natural area and outdoor 
educational opportunities for the citi-
zens of Central Point.   As the Twin 
Creeks site was developed, the streams 
were a key component in plans for a 
network of parks and open space for 
residents.   
    Ample park land has been estab-
lished around the creeks and at central 
locations in the neighborhood.  This 
parkland will be connected through 
a network of trails, sections of which 

Donald Rubenstein



  

     

Welcome 
New Members

Betty and Ted Bezzerides
Mary Burnham Curtis
Moreland Smith
June and William Holmes
Claudia Little
Vickie Sturdevant and  
   Alan Armstrong
Joanne Loutocky
Jeanne and Jerry Taylor
John and Sharon Javna
Lee and Pat Webb
Julie Norman

Tax Incentives ExtendedTwin Creeks Con’t.

Special thanks to 
Roscoe’s Barbecue 

for their generous donation to our 
Conservation Roundup. 

Visit them in downtown Phoenix for 
finger-lickin’ good barbecue!

     Congress recently renewed a 
powerful tax incentive that has 
helped conserve over a million acres 
of farms, ranches, and natural areas 
across the United States. The 2008 
Farm Bill provides a significant 
expansion of the tax benefits for 
private land protection through 
qualified conservation easements. 
The incentive applies to conserva-
tion easement donations made in 
2008 and 2009.
    The expansion of conservation 
easement tax benefits is a time- lim-
ited opportunity for private land-
owners to benefit financially, while 
also helping preserve our region’s 
natural landscape.  
      A conservation easement, when 
donated to a qualified conservation 
organization like the Land Con-
servancy, is considered a charitable 
contribution by the IRS. The con-
tribution is the value of the donated 
easement, which is determined by 
a qualified appraiser who calculates 
the difference in value of the prop-
erty with and without the conserva-
tion easement. 
     For years landowners have been 
taking advantage of the federal 
income and estate tax benefits of 
donating conservation easements on 
their private land.  Those benefits 
were enhanced in 2006. The en-
hanced benefits increase the limit a 
landowner may deduct in any given 
year and extend the number of years 
the deduction may be carried over. 
Furthermore, for those who make 
more than half of their income 
from farming, ranching or forestry, 
the deduction limit is increased to 
100% of their AGI.
     To take advantage of these 
enhanced benefits landowners must 
act before December 31, 2009.          
Contact the Land Conservancy at 
541-482-3069 for more info. 

will run alongside both creeks as 
they meander through the develop-
ment.      	     
    In order to permanently protect 
the restoration work done on the 
streams, as well as to ensure the 
natural area along them remains 
intact and accessible to the public, 

Bret Moore donated a conserva-

	
	
	
	
	

tion easement to the Southern Oregon 
Land Conservancy on the parcels of 
land that contain the streams.  His 
foresight guarantees that generations 
of Central Point residents will benefit 
from the more naturally functioning 
streams and the values 	they provide.
     Diane Garcia, Executive Director 
of the Land Conservancy, sees this 
project as a model.  “Bret and his team 
have developed a neighborhood that 
not only improves the local environ-
ment, but creates a model for working 
with developers to retain natural areas 
for public enjoyment,” she says.   
Nearly 50 acres, approximately twenty-

Left: Plan of Twin Creeks 
Transit Oriented 

Development. The 
shaded area represents 

public park and open 
space land. Jackson 

and Griffin 
Creeks are 

highlighted.

Director’s Message
    Doom and gloom about our econ-
omy seem to be everywhere. People 
are losing jobs, their retirement, their 
homes, and hope. The media report 
daily on the unraveling of world mar-
kets, world stability, world peace.
     All this casts doubt and uncertain-
ty on when this crisis will end, how 
we’ll recover, and what effect it will 
have on our children. 
    If we want a break from the dismal 
financial news, all one has to do is 
take a walk along the Rogue River as I 
did a few weeks ago. What a reminder 
of how perfect life is. How certain 
and predictable nature can be. Grab 
a picnic lunch and head to the Britt 
Woods or walk through Lithia Park. 
Stroll along the ocean in Bandon or 
take a drive anywhere in Southern Or-
egon and witness the incredible colors 
of fall.  Nature is one place where we 
can escape the world of high finance 
and political turmoil, where we find 
refuge, peace, renewal and beauty. 

Nature knows nothing of the Nasdaq 
or the Dow. She is the place we can 
come home to and witness the wonder 
of life. 
     Our supporters know this and 
value our role in preserving what is 
eternal. That is one reason why this 
September we had our best attended 
and most successful Conservation 
Celebration so far, even in the midst 
of an economic downturn.  
    Many people know that the best 
thing we can do to get through tough 
times is to continue to support  the 
organizations that work to make sure 
our communities thrive. Whether 
it’s taking care of kids or critters, the 
wounded or the woods. 
     Buy stock in nature. Your invest-
ment will only increase in value long 
into the future.
               
		    For the land,

by Alex Liston Dykema

Open space along Griffin Creek

Thirty for Thirty: Celebrating 30 Years of Conservation
     This month, the Southern Oregon 
Land Conservancy celebrates its Thirti-
eth Anniversary as a nonprofit organi-
zation.  In 30 years we have conserved 
over 8,000 acres of 
land in our 
region.  All 
of that land 
is protected 
permanently 
because of 
the hard 
work and 
dedication of a group of committed in-
dividuals.  People who were motivated 
by the magnificent splendor of these 
places - people just like you - who want 
to leave a personal legacy of protected 
land here in Southern Oregon.
     And we’re just getting started!
     Over the next three years, we plan 

to dramatically increase the number 
of acres we safeguard by working 
more proactively. One way we can 
achieve this is to increase our mem-

bership. 
During 
our 30 for 
30 Cam-
paign, we 
hope to 
gain 150 
new mem-
bers. 

	 Individual contributions from 
people like you make up over 70% 
of our budget!  A broad and diverse 
membership makes it more possible 
for us to achieve our land conserva-
tion objectives.
      During our 30th Anniversary 
Celebration, we have set a goal of 

raising $30,000 (30 For 30)  by No-
vember 30th.  Here is the best part: 
a number of our most generous 
supporters have agreed to double 
every donation that we receive 
during our 30 For 30 Campaign!   
So, now is a great time to make a 
tax-deductible bonus donation to 
the Southern Oregon Land Conser-
vancy or become a member .  
    It costs us approximately $150 
to permanently protect one acre of 
land.  During this campaign only, 
your donation will be doubled, 
meaning you can protect one acre 
for only $75, or two for $150!
     Join with us and other South-
ern Oregonians today as we em-
bark on a bold new journey of land 
conservation.  We welcome your 
support!

Current
Total

$9,240

$30K

$20K

$10K

Open space along Jackson Creek

five percent, of the 200 acre Twin 
Creeks Development is devoted to 
parks and open space.
    The parks and walking trails are 
open to the public.  In the next few 
years, the open space and park land 
will be turned over to the City of Cen-

tral Point – doubling the City’s 	
public park acreage!  

      To access the property, travel 
west on West Pine Street and 

turn right on North Haskell 
St. You will immediately  

be astounded by the 
beautiful new parks 

and views of Table 
Rocks!

 


